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Planning Learning Approaches for Nowadays Students   

MY TOWN, MY TOWN, MY COUNTRY IN EUROPE 

 

Kahoot: ADOLPH-KOLPING CITY - KERPEN 

Kerpen, a city with about 68,000 inhabitants, is the largest in the Rhein Erft County and 

located about 20 kilometres southwest from Cologne. 

The town of Kerpen was created in 1975, when the previously independent municipalities 
Balkhausen, Blatzheim, Brüggen, Buir, Horrem, Kerpen, Mödrath, Sindorf, Türnich, and 
Manheim were merged. Manheim will give way to the open lignite mine Hambach in about 
2022. 

Kerpen is famous as the birthplace of 
the Catholic priest and social 
reformer Adolph Kolping (1813-
1865), the founder of the Kolping 
Association, which is the reason 
Kerpen added the title 
of Kolpingstadt in 2012. His 
beatification was celebrated under 
Pope John Paul II on Saint Peter's 
Square in 1991.  

Adolph Kolping, a frail child, was born as the fourth of five children in a very poor family. 
He proved to be an able student while in school from 1820 to 1826 but his poverty 
prevented him from furthering his education, despite his commitment to pursue 
additional studies. As a shoemaker´s assistant in Cologne (1831) he was shocked by the 
living conditions of the working class. This influenced his decision to become a priest in 
1845. He led the charge to provide social support for workers in industrialized cities, while 
also trying to help journeymen workers, who had to search for work from one city to 
another.His idea was that all that all humans have to be understood as a whole (family, 
job, dreams...) and that every human has inborne talents as well as a specific task in this 
world.  

In 1850 he united existing associations to form the 
Rhenish Journeymen (Rheinischer Gesellenbund), 
which was the origin of the present international 
Kolpingwerk. In the meantime, there are 115 
international Kolping Houses, which have adapted to 
the times by focusing their goals on education 
accessible to everyone.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cologne
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adolph_Kolping
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Kerpen is also known for its famous Formula 
One racers, Graf Berghe von Trips (1928-1961) 
and Michael and Ralf Schumacher.  

Kerpen has been twinned with St Vith in 
Belgium since 1975, a community which 
belonged to Prussia until WWI. In 1993, 
Kerpen twinned with Oświęcim in Poland, 
more commonly known by its German name 
Auschwitz, the site of the largest Nazi 
concentration camp. 

A brief history of Kerpen 

Kerpen was first mentioned in a 
document in 871 as “Kerpina“. After the 
Battle of Worringen in 1288, Kerpen was 
a Brabantian enclave between the 
Electorate of Cologne and the Duchy of 
Jülich, which made Kerpen an 
independent entity  

When Emperor Charles V divided his 
empire among his sons in 1522, Kerpen 
became part of the Netherlands under 
the King of Spain. It remained Spanish 
until the Peace of Utrecht in 1712.  Until 
the 1970s, the no longer existent pub “King of Spain” in the Stiftsstrasse commemorated 
this.  

When French Revolution troops occupied the west side of the Rhine in 1794, Kerpen lost 
its independence. After the Congress of Vienna in 1815, Kerpen became a part of the 
Prussian Rhine Province in the county of Bergheim. Kerpen got its city rights in 1941 and 
incorporated seven formerly independent communities in 1975. 

Interesting places and museums:   

 St Martinus Church (right)- begun in 1060 - the tower from the 
16th century is 78 metres high and the third highest in the 
Cologne Archdiocese after the Cologne Cathedral and the 
Bonn Minster  

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Graf_Berghe_von_Trips
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_Schumacher
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 Three Jewish museums in Sindorf, Brüggen 
and Kerpen 

 The neogothic Johannes Church (Protestant), 
the gothic St Martinus (Catholic) and a 
Mosque represent the great world religioin 
Kerpen 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marienfeld is a large (2.6 km² / 640 acres) 

grassy field straddling the towns of Frechen and Kerpen. The mine area was named 

Marienfeld (German: Mary's Field) and landscaped in 

order to serve as the site of the Catholic Church's 20th 

World Youth Day in 2005. It was the first World Youth 

Day and foreign trip of Pope Benedict XVI, who joined 

the festival on August 18. Pope Benedict XVI could be 

visible amidst an estimated 1 to 2 million visitors 

when he presided over the festival's concluding 

Sunday Mass on August 21, 2005. Since then 

Marienfield has transformed back into an oasis of 

peace and recreation. 

Text: Adapted from Wikipedia# 
Photos: Source_Stadtarchiv Kerpen Lizenz_ C.C. BY 4.0     

 

 

      Castle Loersfeld and its castle park 

 

 Kunstwerk Kolping-K von 
Hermann Josef Baum Kolping-K,  

s 

 

The House for Art and History  
 The House for Art and History in Kerpen 

Marienfeld 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frechen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kerpen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary,_the_mother_of_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Youth_Day_2005
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Youth_Day_2005
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Benedict_XVI
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mass_(liturgy)

